[A Salmonella epidemic by Salmonella subspecies II 4,12,12,27:b:- at the University Hospital of Tübingen in April 1996].
In April 1996 four patients at the University Hospital of Tübingen became ill with diarrhoea at short intervals; one of the patients also suffered from fever. From stool samples of all four patients Salmonella subspecies II 4,12,27:b:- was isolated; from the patient who had fever the pathogen was also isolated from one blood culture. The patients were treated at different wards of the hospital. All four patients suffered from underlying diseases. In the course of a microbiological examination of the central kitchen staff of the hospital Salmonella subspecies II 4,12,27:b:- was isolated from a stool sample of one of the employees. No contact to cold blooded animals, no travel abroad and no symptoms of gastroenteritis were reported by the employee. When the employee had been temporarily suspended no further Salmonella infections occurred.